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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fornns the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 33, 35-50, 53, 54, 55 and 58-73 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 

being unpatentable over Karimullah (US Pat# 5,343,493) in view of Sheffer et al. (US 

Pat# 5.568,535). 

Regarding claim 33, Karimullah teaches a personal assistance system and 
method for use with a cellular communication system wherein a low power transmitter 
(20) can transmit a codeword indicative of a telephone number associated with a 
service provider in (see col. 4 lines 42-65, col. 8 lines 1-33, col. 9 lines 34-40). The 
codeword makes it possible to contact a desired service provider which could include a 
plurality of providers including a 91 1 and so forth in (see fig. 1 and col. 2 lines 3-14). 

The applicant argued that Karimullah fails to teach transmitting a telephone 
number and instead teaches a codeword even though the examiner disagrees. 

Transmitting of a packet, which includes a telephone number, as part of 
contacting a service provider is notoriously well known. 

Sheffer teaches an alarm system for enclosed area in (see fig. 1 ) wherein a 
communication unit (10) can transmit alarm' data to a monitoring station over a PSTN 
network by transmitting a packet in addition to a telephone number in (see cols. 6-7). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate the teaching of Sheffer into that of 
Karimullah thus making it possible to contact a service provider and relay type of 
emergency information from transmitted alarm data and to take any corrective 
measures, if necessary inferred from (col. 7-col. 8 line 1 of sheffer's disclosure). 

Regarding claims 35-42, The combination teaches the claimed limitation in (see 
col. 7 lines 20-col. 8, col. 9 lines 58-62 of Sheffer and disclosure of Karimullah). 

Regarding claims 44-45, transmitting packets using an error correction or 
detection bit is notoriously well known. Note that the combination including Sheffer 
teaches usage of a start/stop bit. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill to include such knowledge for the obvious reason of being able to transmit 
packet information over the internet to be received by a destination site. 

Regarding claim 46, Karimullah teaches a method of communicating information 
to a predetermined location comprising of wirelessly transmitting an information signal 
from a low power transmitter wherein the communication includes a service request 
code word to be transmitted to one of a plurality of service providers based on the input 
signal identifier as transmitted in (see cols. 1-10). 

The applicant argued that Karimullah fails to teach transmitting a telephone 
number and instead teaches a codeword even though the examiner disagrees. 

Transmitting of a packet, which includes a telephone number, as part of 
contacting a service provider is notoriously well known. 
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Sheffer teaches an alarm system for enclosed area In (see fig. 1 ) wherein a 
communication unit (10) can transmit alarm data to a monitoring station over a PSTN 
network by transmitting a packet in addition to a telephone number in (see cols. 6-7). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate the teaching of Sheffer into that of 
Karimullah thus making it possible to contact a service provider and relay type of 
emergency information from transmitted alarm data and to take any corrective 
measures, if necessary inferred from (col. 7-col. 8 line 1 of Sheffer's disclosure). 

Regarding claims 47-50, 53 and 54, The combination including Karimullah 
teaches in (see col. 8) receiving a transceiver identification data and so does Sheffer in 
(see col. 7). 

Regarding claim 55, Karimullah teaches a system for communication information 
to a central location, the system comprising means to compose and generate alarm 
information by using a transmitter, receiver and processing element to convey 
instruction code to a central location which could be one of a plurality of service 
providers in (see fig. And disclosure). 

The applicant argued that Karimullah fails to teach transmitting a telephone 
number and instead teaches a codeword even though the examiner disagrees. 

Transmitting of a packet, which includes a telephone number, as part of 
contacting a service provider is notoriously well known. 
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Sheffer teaches an alarm system for enclosed area in (see fig. 1) wherein a 
communication unit (10) can transmit alarm data to a monitoring station over a PSTN 
network by transmitting a packet in addition to a telephone number in (see cols. 6-7). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate the teaching of Sheffer into that of 
Karimullah thus making it possible to contact a service provider and relay type of 
emergency information from transmitted alarm data and to take any corrective 
measures, if necessary inferred from (col. 7-col. 8 line 1 of Sheffer's disclosure). 

Regarding claims 58-60, Transmission of signals using RF, infrared or ultrasound 
is notoriously well known in the art. The combination teaches being able to transmit a 
low power signal and would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to use 
any functionally equivalent signal. 

Regarding claims 61-65, The combination including Karimullah teaches 
transmitting and receiving location information, transceiver identification code and so 
forth in (see col. 4, col. 7 line 64-col. 8 of Karimullah and col. 8 of Sheffer). 

Regarding claim 66, Karimullah teaches a communication system including a 
wireless receiver, a transmitter and a controller In (see fig. 3) connected to a processing 
center which can send an incoming signal via a telephone line (110) to one of a plurality 
of service providers (AAA, ADT, 9111, POLICE and so forth @ fig. 1 ). 

The applicant argued that Karimullah fails to teach transmitting a telephone 
number and instead teaches a codeword even though the examiner disagrees. 
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Transmitting of a packet, which includes a telephone number as part of 
contacting a service provider is notoriously well known. 

Sheffer teaches an alarm system for enclosed area in (see fig. 1 ) wherein a 
communication unit (10) can transmit alarm data to a monitoring station oveir a PSTN 
network by transmitting a packet in addition to a telephone number In (see cols. 6-7). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate the teaching of Sheffer Into that of 
Karimullah thus making it possible to contact a service provider and relay type of 
emergency information from transmitted alarm data and to take any corrective 

t 

measures, if necessary inferred from (col. 7-coL 8 line 1 of Sheffer's disclosure). 

Regarding claim 67, the combination renders obvious the claimed subject matter. 

Regarding claim 68, The combination teaches analysis of transmitted data 
signals to determine type of alarm and so on. 

Regarding claims 69-71, Transmission of signals using RF, infrared or ultrasound 
is notoriously well known in the art. The combination teaches being able to transmit a 
low power signal and would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to use 
any functionally equivalent signal. 

Regarding claim 72, Karimullah teaches a personal assistance system and 
method for use with a cellular communication system wherein a low power transmitter 
(20) can transmit a codeword indicative of a telephone number associated with a 
service provider in (see col. 4 lines 42-65, col. 8 lines 1-33, col. 9 lines 34-40) to be 
received by a transceiver means. The codeword makes it possible to contact a desired 
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service provider which could include a plurality of providers including a 91 1 and so forth 
in (see fig. 1 and col. 2 lines 3-14). 

The applicant argued that Karimullah fails to teach transmitting a telephone 
number and instead teaches a codeword even though the examiner disagrees. 

Transmitting of a packet, which includes a telephone number, as part of 
contacting a service provider is notoriously well known. 

Sheffer teaches an alarm system for enclosed area in (see fig. 1 ) wherein a 
communication unit (10) can transmit alarm data to a monitoring station over a PSTN 
network by transmitting a packet in addition to a telephone number in (see cols. 6-7). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate the teaching of Sheffer into that of 
Karimullah thus making it possible to contact a service provider and relay type of 
emergency information from transmitted alarm data and to take any corrective 
measures, if necessary inferred from (col. 7-col. 8 line 1 of Sheffer's disclosure). 

Regarding claim 73, Karimullah teaches a personal assistance system and 
method for use with a cellular communication system wherein a low power transmitter 
(20) can transmit a codeword indicative of a telephone number associated with a 
service provider in (see col. 4 lines 42-65, col. 8 lines 1-33, col. 9 lines 34-40) to be 
received by a transceiver means. The codeword makes it possible to contact a desired 
service provider which could include a plurality of providers including a 91 1 and so forth 
in (see fig. 1 and col. 2 lines 3-14). 
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The applicant argued tliat Karimullah fails to teach transmitting a telephone 
number and instead teaches a codeword even though the examiner disagrees. 

Transmitting of a packet, which includes a telephone number, as part of 
contacting a service provider is notoriously well known. 

Sheffer teaches an alarm system for enclosed area in (see fig. 1 ) wherein a 
communication unit (10) can transmit alarm data to a monitoring station over a PSTN 
network by transmitting a packet in addition to a telephone number in (see cols. 6-7). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate the teaching of Sheffer into that of 
Karimullah thus making it possible to contact a service provider and relay type of 
emergency information from transmitted alarm data and to take any corrective 
measures, if necessary inferred from (col. 7-col. 8 line 1 of Sheffer's disclosure). 

Claims 43, 52 and 57 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Karimullah (US Pat# 5,343,493) in view of Sheffer et al. (US Pat# 5,568,535) and 
further in view of Burnett (US Pat# 6,067,030). 

Regarding claims 43, 52 and 57, The combination including Sheffer teaches 
transmission of packets when contacting a monitoring station but arguably fails to teach 
using an "IP address" even though, information would be transmitted over a computer 
network. 

Burnett teaches a communication system wherein fields associated with alarms 
can be transmitted by using an IP address in (see col. 3 lines 54-67, col. 7) for display. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate the teaching of Burnett into that of the 
combination thus making it possible to contact monitoring stations over any available 
networks for the obvious reasons to be able to send distress signals to a remote service 
provider for immediate assistance. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed on 05/11/2004 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

The applicant argued that the prior art of record (Karimullah) teaches transmitting 
a codeword and not a telephone number. 

The examiner disagrees with the applicant because the signal transmitted would 
be an encoded signal including identifier or identification information associated with the 
service provider to which a request is being made. According to (col. 2 lines 3-14), a 
user can press a button associated with a 91 1 service provider or any one of a plurality 
of service providers. The encoded signal makes it possible to uniquely identify a 
destination party. 

Furthermore, according to applicant's own disclosure, information transmitted 
can be encoded and could be deciphered in (see pages 25-29 of applicant's disclosure) 
in the form of bits and so forth. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to REXFORD N BARNIE whose telephone number is 571- 
272-7492. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, CURTIS KUNTZ can be reached on 571-272-7499. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97.(toll-free). 
PRIMARY EXAMINER vO I i O .. 



REXFORD BARNIE 
06/07/05 
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